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Common Buckthorn can lead to significant yield losses and lowered grades of cereal by 
being an alternate host for a Fungus that affects Oats. 
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           Report a Sighting! 

PREVENT FURTHER SPREAD! 

With small stands of Buckthorn hand pulling may 

be the most effective  method of removal, use a 

shovel or weed wrench to  loosen the plant and 

roots, and soak the base with water beforehand. 

 Origin 
European Buckthorn is native of 
Eurasia. It was introduced to North 
America as an ornamental shrub, for 
fence rows and wildlife habitat. 
 
Status 
This plant is found in Manitoba and 
is a large problem in natural areas 
within Winnipeg.  
 
Impacts 
This plant is able to successfully 
invade habitats because of its 
tolerance of a wide range of 
moisture, light conditions, and its 
prolific seed production. The dense 
shade produced by stands often 
reduces biodiversity in a habitat. 
Thorns can be harmful to humans or 
animals that come into contact with 
them.  
 
Where to Look 
Common in fence rows, pastures, 
roadsides, woodland and 
abandoned areas. It can also be seen 
infesting natural areas and invading 
river bottoms or upland forest 
habitat. 
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Funding for this project was provided in part 

by the Invasive Alien Species Partnership 

Program, a Government of Canada initiative. 

Look For: 
◊ General: Shrub  up to 6m tall, outer bark is dark 

with small pores and inner bark is orange. 
 
◊ Leaves: Dark green with slightly serrated edges, 

elliptic to ovate, 3.5-7.5 cm they grow in pairs, but 
not exactly opposite. 

 
◊ Flowers: Small, greenish to yellowish, short-stalked 

and in small clusters.   
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